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Figure  Inter-Ministerial Cooperation on Endocrine Disruptor Problems

¨ The Environment  Agency
    Environmental conservation

l Investigate environmental pollution and its influence on wildlife
l Conduct risk assessment in view of environmental pollution
l Develop methods of studying reproductive toxicity for pesticides

   ¨ The Ministry  of  Health and Welfare
    Prevention of human health effects
l Investigate human exposure, clarify action mechanisms
l Investigate effects on human health
l Develop methods of evaluating the toxicity of endocrine disruptors

¨ The Science and Technology Agency
   Comprehensive promotion of research and development
l Conduct fundamental research and development

with industrial and academic cooperation

    ¨ The Ministry of  Transport
  Prevention of marine pollution
l Investigate marine pollution

¨ The Ministry of  Labor
   Labor protection
l Investigate occupational endocrine

disruptors

¨ The Ministry of Education
Promotion of scientific research   
l Promote fundamental research at universities

¨ The Ministry of  Agriculture,  Forestry,  and Fisheries
   Quality improvement and stable supply of food
l Investigate effects on agricultural, forestry, and

marine products
l Clarify dynamics of the ecosystem
l Clarify action-mechanisms of pesticides

¨ The Ministry of Construction
Conservation of aquatic environment
and housing environment
l Investigate rivers, sewerage,

housing

¨ The Ministry of  International  Trade and Industry
   Promotion of industrial activities
l Develop screening methods for endocrine

disruptors
l Investigate the production and use of

chemicals

       

    <Outcome>
¨ Understanding of endocrine disruptors, establishment of study methods
¨ Understanding of the current environmental pollution, Clarification of human exposure and action mechanisms,

evaluation of human health effects, environmental risk assessment
    

<Promotion of comprehensive measures against endocrine disruptors>
¨ Establish preventive measures against health- and ecological-effects

(The Environment Agency, The Ministry of Health and Welfare, The Ministry
of Labor, The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries, The Ministry of
International Trade and Industry, The Ministry of Construction, The Ministry
of Transport)

¨ Establish safety measures for food, food containers, and household articles
    (The Ministry of Health and Welfare, The Ministry of Education)
¨ Control chemical spills into the environment (The Environment Agency)

¨ Ensure the safety of the work environment  (The Ministry of Labor)
¨ Ensure pesticide safety, conduct guidance for its appropriate use

(The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries)
¨ Conduct technical guidance for industry, develop substitutes

(The Ministry of International Trade and Industry, The Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries)

¨ Establish measures for rivers, sewerage, and housing
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